March 22, 2010      NEWS RELEASE
Feral Cat Group Marks One-Year Anniversary, 100 Surgeries for Unwanted Felines
The Quadra Feral Cat Group marked its first anniversary of trapping and fixing the island’s abandoned cats this month, and its efforts have prevented the birth of hundreds of unwanted kittens.
The number of cats and kittens taken to the vet in the last 12 months is about to reach 100, and the volunteers continue to trap and spay/neuter cats at known feral colonies. The Quadra Feral Cat Group also continues to receive calls about stray cats.
With spring, the group is expecting to see an increase in the numbers of kittens born to stray and feral cats, particularly troubling because no foster homes are currently available to ready these potential family pets for adoption.
To date, the Quadra Feral Cat Group has found adoptive homes for 25 previously unwanted felines. Two cats are currently available for adoption. 
The Quadra Feral Cat Group encourages anyone with a cat about to give birth to ensure the kittens go to responsible homes and are spayed/neutered so they won’t add to the abandoned cat problem. The group also urges pet owners to have cats spayed or neutered to help slow the island’s cat population growth as much as possible.
The Quadra Feral Cat Group is low on resources, and welcomes any donations: time, energy, money, cat food and supplies.
Community support has been remarkable, and the group also congratulates winners of its raffle prize fundraiser: wood carving donated by Coburn won by Paulette McLean; gemstone necklace and earrings set won by Pat C; and the garnet pendant won by Debbie Casavant.
The group’s first anniversary was also marked by the departure of its coordinator Lara Fraser, who has left Quadra Island. The group extends a heartfelt thanks to Fraser for her legacy of compassion and caring for the island’s unwanted cats and aims to carry on the project she launched a year ago.
Quadra Feral Cat Group can be reached via telephone  at 250-285-3941 or by email at quadraferalcats@yahoo.com. Donations can be made directly to the group, at the Quadra Coastal Community Credit Union or to change cans on local store counters.
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(Photos and more information available at www.quadracats.com)
